목적: Vascular and Lymphatic invasion are well known parameters of local tumor spread. But the prognostic significance of perineural invasion (PNI) is unknown in patients with cervical cancer. We aimed to investigate the association between clinicopathologic factors and the prognostic value of PNI in patients with cervical cancer. 방법: Clinical data of 185 patients with cervical cancer (FIGO stage IA2-IIA2) who underwent radical hysterectomy and pelvic lymphadenectomy from January 2003 to May 2011 were analyzed retrospectively. Clinicopathological data including age, stage, histologic subtype, tumor size, the depth of cervical stromal invasion, parametrial invasion, lymphovascular space invasion, surgical margin status, lymph node metastasis were collected. The association between various clinicopathologic factors and PNI was determined with chi-square analysis. The prognostic value of PNI was evaluated with Log rank survival test and the Cox regression model. 결과: PNI was positive in 7% (13/185) of all patients. Lymph node metastasis (p=0.010), depth of cervical stromal invasion (p=0.022), surgical margin involvement (p=0.001), parametrial invasion (p=0.000), lymphovascular space invasion (p=0.002), stage (p=0.024) were significantly more prevalent in the PNI (+) than PNI (-) patients. However, overall survival rate (p=0.292) and disease free survival rate (p=0.292) were not associated with PNI. In Cox regression analysis, PNI was not an independent prognostic factor (p=0.353). 결론: PNI was not related to survival rate but it was correlated significantly with several prognostic factors of cervical cancer. Further studies are required to estimate the prognostic value of PNI in cervical cancer.
